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CENTDA!  AUG'1 0'199 
ORDINANCE NO. 94- 15 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING ORDINANCE 
72-7 AS AMENDED, THE OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING 
ORDINANCE OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, ADDING 
SECTION 1(A). REVIEW OF RATE INCREASES BY 
COMMITTEE; ADDING SECTION 11(A). COLLECTION OF 
LICENSE TAXES FOR PRIOR YEARS; AMENDING SECTION 3. 
DEFINITIONS; AMENDING SECTION 4. DISPOSITION OF 
TAXES COLLECTED; AMENDING SECTION 22. ADVERTISING 
SPACE RENTERS; AMENDING SECTION 23. AMUSEMENT 
DEVICES; AMENDING SECTION 24. HOTELS, APARTMENT 
HOUSES, MOTELS, ETC. AMENDING SECTION 26. CIRCUSES, 
TRAVELING SHOWS, TENT SHOWS, ETC.; SIDESHOWS; 
AMENDING SECTION 29. CONTRACTING; AMENDING SECTION 
31. ELECTRIC POWER PLANTS, GAS PLANTS AND COMMUNITY 
TELEVISION ANTENNA COMPANIES; AMENDING SECTION 35. 
INSURANCE ADJUSTERS; AMENDING SECTION 47. PUBLIC 
SERVICE; AMENDING SECTION 48. RETAIL STORE LICENSE; 
AMENDING SECTION 51. TELEPHONE SYSTEMS; AMENDING 
SECTION 55. VENDING MACHINES; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL 
OF LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND 
ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 


WHEREAS, Palm Beach County collects occupational license 
taxes pursuant to authority provided in Chapter 205, Florida 
Statutes, the "Local Occupational License Tax Act,"; and 

WHEREAS, Palm Beach County collects occupational license 
taxes pursuant to Palm Beach County Ordinance No. 72-7, as 
amended ; and 

WHEREAS, Section 205.0535, Florida Statutes (1993) 


provides local governments the opportunity to reclassify 


- businesses, professions and occupations and to establish a new 


rate structure for the collection of occupational license 
taxes; and 

WHEREAS, Section 205.0535, Fla. Stat. requires that 
before adoption of a reclassification and revision ordinance 
the local government must create an equity study commission 
to be made up of representatives of the business community to 
recommend a classification system and rate structure for local 
occupational license taxes; and 


WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach 
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County created the Palm Beach County Equity Study Commission 
in Resolution No. R-94-416; and 

WHEREAS, the Palm Beach County Equity Study Commission 
has forwarded to the Board of County Commissioners a 
classification and rate structure for County occupational 
licenses; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Board of County 
Commissioners in adopting this ordinance to establish a new 
rate structure and retain all occupational license revenues 
collected from businesses, professions, or occupations whose 
places of business are located in unincorporated Palm Beach 
County as provided in Section 205.0536, Florida Statutes; and 

WHEREAS, revenues projected by the new rate structure for 
the fiscal year following the fiscal year during which the 
rate structure is adopted, do not exceed the total revenue 
allowed as set forth in section 205.0535(3)(b)2, Fla. Stat. 
(1993). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, THAT: 

ecti i Ordinance 72-7, The Palm Beach County 

occupational License Tax Ordinance, as amended, is amended by 


creating Section 1.A. as follows: 


Section 1.A. Review of Rate Increases by Committee. 

A committee representing business interests shall hold at 
least one meeting and shall make a recommendation to the Board 
of County Commissioners regarding any rate increase proposed 
pursuant to Section 205.0535(4), Fla. Stat. (1993), prior to 
the adoption of an ordinance by the Board enacting such rate 
increase. Said recommendation shall be made within 2 months 
after receipt of the recommended rate increase by the 


committee. If a recommendation is not made within the time 


provided, the Board may act upon adoption of the rate increase 
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Section II. Ordinance 72-7, The Palm Beach County 
Occupational License Tax Ordinance, as amended, is amended by 


creating Section 11.A. as follows: 


ction 11.A. Collection o cense Taxe or Prio 
years. 

The tax collector is authorized to collect or commence an 

acti to rce ent o id occ tiona icense 

axes 0 orior ears for a period of ive ears as 


provided in Section 95.091(2) Fla. Stat. (1993), as may be 
amended or recodified from time to time, from the date the 
occupational license tax becomes delinquent. 


Section III. Ordinance 72-7, The Palm Beach County 
Occupational License Tax Ordinance, as amended, is amended by 
anending Sections 3, 4, 22, 23, 24; 26, 29; 31, 35, 47, 48,51 
and 55 of said ordinance as follows: 


Section 3. Definitions. The following terms and phrases 
when used in this chapter shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in this section, except where the context clearly 
indicates a different meaning: 


(g) Business, profession and occupation does not include the 
customary religious, charitable or educational activities of 
nonprofit religious, nonprofit charitable and nonprofit 
educational institutions in this state+, which institutions 
are more particularly defined and limited as follows: 


(1) Religious institutions skaitt means churches and 
ecclesiastical or denominational organizations; or 
established physical places for worship in this state at 
which nonprofit religious services and activities are 
regularly conducted and carried on, and skait? also means 
church cemeteries. 


(2) Educational institutions skał} means state tax- 
supported or parochial, church and nonprofit private 
schools, colleges or universities conducting regular 
classes and courses of study required for accreditation 
by or membership in the sSouthern aAssociation of 
ecolleges and seeendary—sSchools, the aDepartment of 
eEducation or the state Florida eCouncil of iIndependent 
sSchools. Nonprofit libraries, art galleries and museums 
open to the public are defined as _ educational 
institutions and eligible for exemption. 


(3) Charitable institutions shałł means only nonprofit 
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corporations operating physical facilities in the state 
at which are provided charitable services, a reasonable 
percentage of which shall be without cost to those unable 
to pay. 





Section 4. Disposition of Taxes Collected. 





(a) Upon adoption of this ordinance and as provided in 
section 205.0536, Fla. Stat. 993 Palm Beach County sha 


retail all occupational license tax revenues collected from 


businesses, professions, or occupations whose places of 
business are located within the unincorporated portions of the 
County. Occupational license taxes collected by the County 
from businesses, professions, or occupations whose places of 
business are located within a municipalit shal be 
apportioned between the unincorporated area of the County and 
the incorporated municipalities located in the county as 
provided by section 205.0536, Fla. Stat. (1993) as may be 
amended or recodified from time to time. 


(b) The revenues so apportioned shall be sent to the 
governing authority of each municipality according to its 
ratio and to the governing authority of the county according 
to the ratio of the unincorporated area within fifteen (15) 
days following the month of receipt. 


Section 22. Advertising space renters. 


Every person renting for profit advertising space in or 

on any boat, car, bus, truck or other vehicle shall pay a 

license tax of three dollars ($3.00) for each such boat, car, 

bus, truck or other vehicle operated by him. However, no such 
erson sha ess tha wenty-five do rs 25.00 


said license. 


Section 23. Amusement devices. 


(a) Every person who operates for a profit any game, 
amusement or recreational device, contrivance, or facility not 
otherwise licensed by some other law of the county shall pay 
a license tax of fifteen dollars ($15.00) on each such game, 
amusement or recreational device, contrivance of facility. 
Howev Oo suc erson sha a less than twenty-five 
dollars 25.00) for said license. 
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Section 24. Hotels, apartment houses, motels, etc. 


(a) Every person engaged in the business of renting 
accommodations, as defined in Chapter 509, Florida Statutes, 
including nontransiently rented apartment house, shall 
pay for each place of business an amount of one dollar and 
fifty cents ($1.50) for each roon. However, no such 
establishment shall pay less than £i£teen twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) for said license. The room count to be used 
in this section shall be the same as used by the division of 
hotels and restaurants of the department of business 
regulations under section 509.251, Florida Statues. The 
division of hotels and restaurants shall furnish to the 
appropriate tax collector no later than August 31 of each year 
the room count to be used by the tax collector when issuing 
occupational licenses under this subsection. 


Section 26. Circuses, traveling shows, tent shows, etc.; 
sideshows. 


(a) Shows of all kinds, including circuses, vaudeville, 
minstrels, theatrical, traveling shows, exhibitions or 
amusement enterprises, including carnivals, vaudeville, 
minstrels, rodeos, theatrical, games or tests of skill, riding 
devices, dramatic repertoire and all other shows or 
amusements, or any exhibition giving performances under tents 
or temporary structures of any kind, whether such tents or 
temporary structures are covered or uncovered, shall pay a 


license tax for each day of twe—hundred—twenty;—fivedetiasrs 
fifty dollars ($50.00) with a maximum license tax of 


three hundred dollars 300.00 er event. 
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ndmissie ; z 
{b) Annual licenses may issued any of the shows or 
exhibitions mentioned in this section when such show or 
exhibition is permanently located in one (1) place, upon the 
payment of six (6) times the full amount of the daily license 
tax, but a license so issued shall be good only for the place 
for which it was originally taken out, and the collector shall 
so state in writing on the face of each. 


Sredstoas 


+g (c) Exempt from the provisions of this section are 
public fairs, expositions as defined in Chapter 616, Florida 
Statues, and exhibits held by bona fide nonprofit 
organizations on the premises of a licensed public lodging 
establishment in connection with a convention. 


Section 29. Contracting. 


(a) Each person who contracts or subcontracts to 
construct, alter, repair, dismantle, or demolish buildings, 
roads, bridges, viaducts, sewers, water and gas mains or 
engages in the business of construction, alteration, 
repairing, dismantling or demolition of buildings, roads, 
bridges, viaducts, sewers, water and gas mains must obtain a 
license as a contractor. The license tax shall be determined 
by the maximum number of persons actually employed, or to be 
employed during the license year, in the county in which the 
work is performed and shall be at the following rates: 





Employees 
1-208 20 $ —+8-00 25.00 
+4+-26 36-00 
21-30 54.00 
31-40 72.00 
41-58 or more 90.00 


Section 31. Electric power plants, gas plants and 
community television antenna companies. 


(a) Every person engaged in the business of furnishing 
electric power, gas or community television antennas service 
for a profit shall pay a license tax of: 

Population 


40,000 or more $ 562-50 984.00 
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30,000-39,999 450.00 
20,000-29,999 225.00 
10,000-19,999 168.75 
5,000-9,999 150.00 
3,000-4,999 75.00 
1,000-2,999 45.00 
999 or less 30.00 


(b) Any person serving less than twenty-five (25) 
customers shall be exempt from paying this tax. 


(c) Municipal corporations which own and operate 
their own electric power plant or gas plant shall not be 
subject to the above taxes. 


Section 35. Insurance adjusters. 


All persons acting as insurance adjusters shall pay in 
each county in which they operate a license tax of fifteen 
twenty-five dollars 4+§$§145-69%} ($25.00). The provisions of this 


section do not apply to insurance agents. 


Section 47. Public service. 


(a) Every person engaged in any business in the county as 
owner, agent, or otherwise that performs some service for the 
public in return for a consideration shall pay a license tax 
in the county based on the maximum number of persons actually 
employed, or to be employed, during the license year, in the 
following amounts: 





Employees 

1-5 $ 22-006 25.00 
6-10 54.00 

11-15 80.00 

16-20 112.4600 

21 or more 150.00 


Section 48. Retail store license. 


(a) For the privilege of conducting, engaging in and 
carrying on the business of a retailer as defined in this 
section, there is hereby levied and assessed upon every 
person, or association of persons as herein defined, for each 
store located and operated within this county by such person 
or association of persons, an annual license tax tn—the—sum-et 
thixtydeliars_($30-00) based on the maximum number of persons 
actually employed or to be employed during the license year in 
the following amounts: 


Employees 

1-10 $ 30.00 
11-20 __ 60.00 
21 or more 990500 
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Section 51. Telephone systems. 


(a) Every person engaged in the business of owning or 
operating telephone systems in the county for profit shall pay 
a license tax according to the following schedule: 


(1) On the first one thousand (1,000) phones or 
instruments, or fraction of one thousand (1,000), 
nineteen cents ($0.19) for each phone or instrument 
operated or installed; 


(2) On the second one thousand (1,000) or fraction 
over one thousand (1,000), fifteen cents ($0.15) 
for each phone or instrument operated or installed; 
and 


(3) On all over two thousand (2,000), eleven cents 
($0.11) for each phone or instrument operated or 


installed; 
Howeve no suc erson sha ess than 
twenty-five . 00 said license. 


Section 55. Vending machines. 


(b) Any person who operates for a profit, or allows to be 
operated for a profit, in his place of business or on his 
property, any of the above vending machines shall pay a 
license tax according to the following schedule: 


8 oweve no suc erson shal a ess than 


twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for said license. 


Section IV. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT 


All local laws and ordinances applying to the 
unincorporated area of Palm Beach County in conflict with any 
provision of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent 
of such conflict. 

Section V.  SEVERABILITY 

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
word of this ordinance is for any reason held by the Court to 
be unconstitutional, inoperative or void, such holding shall 


not affect the remainder of this ordinance. 
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e CLU C WS ORDINANCES 
The provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made 
a part of the Code of Laws and Ordinances Relating to Palm 
Beach County Government. The Sections of the ordinance may be 
renumbered or relettered to accomplish such, and the word 
"ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article," or any 
other appropriate word. 
Section VII. EFFECTIVE DATE 
The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective 


upon receipt of acknowledgement from the Secretary of State. 


APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Palm Beach County, on the day of JUL 1 9 1994 


1994. 


PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
BY ITS BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 





APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 


LEGAL SUFFICIENC aos 3 
fe Ay | o; 2 A] 
2 Loe - z \. a j Ons 

COUNTY ATTORNEY A 


Acknowledgement by the Department of State of the State of 


Florida, on this, the __]st day of _ayoust , 1994. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Acknowledgement from the Department of 

State received on the 3,4, day of _ August , 1994, at 

3:01 pM. and filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Board of 


County Commissioners of Palm Beach County, Florida. 


STATE OF FLORIDA, COUNTY OF PALM REACH 
l DOROTHY H. WILKEN, ex-officio Clerk of ine 
Board of Count Commissioners certify this to Dea 
true and correct copy of oY original flied in my office} 


6/16/94 an 


(g:\common\wpdata\ landuse\rbanks\occ.ord) 
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